Reviews and Endorsements

Rogue River Journal: A Winter Alone

"John Daniel has poured his heart—and the soul of his father—into a powerful memoir he wrote during a winter alone in the Oregon wilderness. His experiment in solitude resulted in a thoughtful, moving study of himself, his family and the natural world. As beautifully wrought as it is truthful, Rogue River Journal: A Winter Alone is a Walden for our time." 

—2006 Awards Committee, Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association
"John Daniel has quietly established himself as one of the premier writers on the West Coast over the past decade." 

—John Murray, Bloomsbury Review
"Sustained by the natural world, Daniel grapples with the demons of midlife and finds wholeness in this funny, wry, and searingly honest book." 

—Los Angeles Times
 

"Rogue River Journal is history, memoir, philosophy, and discovery all mixed together into a little gem of enlightenment." 

—Salem Statesman Journal
"Daniel's time alone is potent, a dilation on the amusements and scorchings of the simple life, and a distillation of the strange, human group that was his family." 

—Kirkus Reviews
"As he watches winter turn to spring, the author makes peace with his deceased father — forgiving him his rages and alcoholism—and becomes more lenient toward his own, younger self in a lovely melding of memory and natural history." 

—Booklist

“This honest, satisfying memoir is a fine gift from a writer whose ghosts accepted his invitation to the madrone-shaded homestead above the Rogue.”

—The Oregonian

Rogue River Journal touches, more than a little, the fountains of glory in wild lands skirting the Rogue River. It touches another kind of glory also, and with equal elegance—the past, the relationship between a son and a father, as John Daniel recalls, with honesty, flamboyance, tenderness and true regard for his father's life, his own journey toward manhood. It is an extraordinary book.
—Mary Oliver, author of  Winter Hours
During his season of solitude in the Oregon wilderness, John Daniel went fishing for more than steelhead trout, went hunting for more than grouse.  What he sought, and what this book shows that he found, was wholeness.  He traced the patterns that give coherence to his own life, and he glimpsed the integrity—the holiness—of rivers, mountains, family, and all things else.  Rogue River Journal is a witty and wise testament by a man writing at the height of his powers.

—Scott Russell Sanders, author of The Force of Spirit
Part memoir, part family portrait, part natural history, part Zen journal, John Daniel's study of solitude, self, and father is intricate, funny, unflinchingly honest, and as satisfying in the end as a long stay beside the great green river that helped birth it.


                    
—David James Duncan, author of The River Why
Planning a quiet, solitary winter beside a wilderness river, poet John Daniel instead finds himself plunging headlong through sucker holes and blackwater eddies of memory and regret.  What does a son owe his father, when that father is a famous labor organizer and an alcoholic?  What does the father owe the son?  How can any of us honor the gift of our bewildering lives?  Rogue River Journal is a coup, a page-turner that is both thoughtful and beautifully expressed.  And John Daniel is a national treasure, writing to the world from his Northwest home in language that is muscular and true.
                       —Kathleen Dean Moore, author of Holdfast
